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Bout that Moneth whoſe name at firſt begun 
From great Av GvsSTvs, that Romes 
Empire wonne : 
Whe the fierce Dog of Heauen,begun to riſe 
Tobaite the Cyen inth'Olympren skies. 
Whoſe hot fire-breathing influence did cracke 
With too much heate our aged Grandames backe, 
Lapping vp Rivers with his blaring tongue 
Tallay the thirſt which his proud ſtomacke ſtung. 
Then did each Creature languiſh pant and beate 
Vnder the influence ofthis horrid heate, 
And [ that oft in my low ſeared Cell 
Had felt the burning of his fury fell: 
Vpona time Aurora ſhiningfaire 
Went forth to take the ſolacs of the ayre. 
And in thoſe Meades beyond the lofty Towers 
Of that white Pallace, where the nightly houros 
Haue oft bin ſpent in ſounds of Muſicke ſweet 
And actiue motion ef the nimble feet: 
Where earthly ſonnes by night were ſeene to moue, 
Whileſt many hearts were fir d with flames of Louc. 
There I made choyſe to walke before the Sunne 
Had fhewne his face, within our Horizon z 
But on thoſe bankes by whicheach turning tide 
Thames louely Iſs with calme ſtreames doth glide, 
I had not walked long ere Dayes bright King 
 TOhmpmwtop his —— Carte did bring: 
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Whoſe Steedes with get his free laſhes driuen 
With ſuch ſwift peed di pth the heauen, 
That Natures faire p ions heere 

Did ſceme to melt ynder their burning breath, 

The wing d inhabitants both of earth and skie 

That too and fro in th open ayre did flie 

To Thickets, Woods, and Groues, ſw ift concourſe made 
To ſhroud themſe lues vnder their leauie ſhade, 

The bleating Lembe and little wandring Sheepe 

That in the open ſields before did keepe, 

Forſaking their tree laire, all locking came 

To ſeeke tor ſhelter gainſt Sela burning lame. 

And I 'mongllthe reſt compeld by heate 

Which on my head did violently beat 

To ſeeke ſome couert ſhade ſtraight tooke my way 
Vnto a Groue which neete confining lay. 

Where when | came the lofty trees, I clad 

In Summers pride did caſt a cooling ſhade, 

Vnder whoſe leaues from Phebur burning rayes 
Sweet birds ſate ſinging their Melodious layes, 

There ſate I downe vpon the graſſy groun 

Amid ' ſt thoſe filent ſhades encompaſt round 

By leauy trees that Arbeur wiſe did ſpread 

There goodly armes thicke brauncht aboue my head, 
But as I there my ſelſe did cloſely ſhrond 

The chearcfull v6yce of many laughing loude 

All ſuddainely did penetrate myne care 

Which did apall my ſence with ſuddaine feare 

And caſting round about my rowling eye 
Without the wood I chanced to eſpie 

A ragged crue otfolke all ſet around 

About a ſunny bancke vpon the ground 
They all were clad in rags of Reg cry 
Taking ro keepe of any faculty 

Or honeſt calling to rely vpon, 
For trad: or true profeſſion had they none; 
And now to paſſe the tedious time away 
With pleaſant tales as in the Suanc they lay 
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The Beggers Ape: 
Each one in coarſe the other did ſucceed 
Which much content mongſi themſelues did breed 
And | to be partaket oftheir mirth 
Being cloſely hidden with a hill of earth 
Vnheard or ſeene conuey d my ſelſe ſo neare 
That all their chat I vn-eſpied did heare ; 

Some told of battailes and of bloody fights, 

And ſome of Ladies and of loues deli 

And ſome of dire euents and Tragicall *' 

And ſome of leſts and loues ſports Comicall : 
But mongſt the rout one well I wot there was 
That all the reſt in fluent ſpeech did paſſ: 

Who with good vtterance that became him well 
A pretty ftory of an eFpedidtell. 

All which for that it ſeemeth vnto mee 

Worthy theit view whoſe Gone delighted bee 
In morrall diſcipline I will vnfold it 
Andin thoſe tearmes in which the Begger told it. 

Not many yeares ( quoth he) are paſt and gone 

Since heauens faire Virgin in her ſiluer throne 
From forth her lap — — bleſlings threw 
As ifth'old Age againe thee would renew, 

And'at that time the valt worlds Forreſt wide 
Deckt in the Summers coate of fta pride 
Did flouriſh and growe proude in luſty prime 
Beneath the Sunne-ſhine of ſweet ſummers time 
There many Iouiall trees ſhoot vp on hi 
With threatning heads did ſeeme to vaile the skie 
Beneath the ſhade of whoſe protecting armes 
The Birds fate ſinging free from ſea efull harmes, 
The Beaſts likewiſe might all ſecurely goe 
About the Forreſt roaming too and fro, 

For with the Eagle that alie climing bird 
And his conborts they late had made accord, 

And vnto peacefull ſtate all things to bring 

As meete it was they made the Lyon King 

And at that ſeaſon many beaſts found grace 

That liu d obſcure beſore and in meane place. 
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Mongſt whome a beaſt that was of Secrops brood 
Whame of a man Hoxc in his irefull moode, 
Deteſt ing his deccittull guile did make 
So ſoule a beaſt that no man cuuld him take 
Thaut bin a man, yet was it with ſuch skill 
Th. t being a beaſt a man he fauouced (till. 
His limbes in leſſer ſpace then mans are knit 
Beneath his Byes his Noſe more flat doth ſit 
And like the face whict: cuabbed age doth (pill 
Deepe wrinkles frowne-like his front did nil; 
There to bis Apiſhilimbs ire every where 
Thicke orzr- growne with fallow coloured haire, 
Aw. m land of Ape He, Ions did place 
There to abide and neuer ſhow his face 
Amongſt vs men, where hee not long did ſtay 
Ere mougſt tho beaſts le wd prankes he. gan to play; 
For in the golden Age the worlds firſt ſpring 
Euen in the pallace of the Forreſts King, 
His witty wiles ke oft in ptactiſ put 20 
Them to deceiue; far which his taile was cut; 
Exiling hunfor euermote from thenot | 
To the Ape die againe for his offence. 
But he that long time there lin d alta mort 
His taile being aut, for comming to the Court 
Ot better fortunes now gan cogitato 75 
And forth he comes to mend his muane eſtarec, 
His way vntotho Ferveſt ſtraight he takes 
And io his iourney this obſcruance makes 
Who liu'd difgracefull, who in fauour were 
And bout the Ly:n whogheite Place did beate; 
The golden fleeced Sheepe he firſt did ſpie 
Patterne of patience, and ſimplicitie 
Grafing obſcurely mongſt the meancr fort 
As being a ſtranger in the Lyons Court; 
For who ſobearcs ſimplicities true 
To liue in Princes Courts doe ſeldome tadge. +» 
And though the filly Sheepe contented were 
For that plaine honeſt life, whictvhe did beute 
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The Beggert Ates 
Yet for his golden Fleece againſt his will 
Hec was acquainted wich the Courtiers till, | 
Faſt by the Sbrepe the humble Oæe did graiſe | | 
Who be he ſonght not his — . 

Was held in baſe contempt tor his meeke minde 
© Meckenelle in Greatnefle we fo ſeldome ſinde. 
The Ape being glad to ſee theSheepes bad cate 

And plaine ſimplicity in ſuch diſgrace . 

Thought with himſelfe as true it was indeed 

That wily wit would ſtand him in beſt feed, 

And on his way he forth gan wend a pace 

Hoping at Court to finde ſuch future grace; | 
That in the end he doubted not to bring 
Himſelte in fauour with the Forreft King, 

Where when he came himſelfe he did pers. 2 

Tobſerue all faſhions with an heedfull eye, 

The firſt on whome he any notice tooke 

Was that high horned beaſt who in his looke 

Beares ſignes apparant of his ſecret minde 

To wit the Geet, a louerborne by kinde 

For he the habit had of all cheife fleights * 

In wanton loues and Ladies Court delights. 

On which moſt Gallants now their wits doe proue 
To ſerue their Ladies and their Lemmons loue. 

But he ſurpaſt them all for he could ſing 

In chaunting ſongs, and on the warbling ſtring 

Of Vyoll ſweet o diuinely play 
The ſound of which would charme the chaiſteſt Maide, 
For which hev of Females ſo approu d 

That they boue the reft him chietely lou d; 

Yer he with whally —_— ſhaggy beard 

And welked hornes fo Satir- like appeard 
That ſuch a grim fac t fellow would affcight 
A lewd Fauſtinaes ſelfe in darkeſt night, 
Thereto his body did fo ranckly ſmell 

That he himſelfe might not abido it well; 
But he that fault did hide with pleaſing ſent 
Of ſweet perfume whenere abroad he went, 
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The Beg gers Ate. 

The «pe him oft beheld in paſſing by 

And in his ſetuice would his fortune try 

By meanes made by the «Howkey, his neere friend 
Who on the Geate chiefe ſeruant did attend. 

But loe not long hee ſtood thus all a mort, 

Ere hee beheld at entring of the Court 

A troupe of Gallants, ruſhing in the way 

All proudly clad in ſtrange and rich aray, 

Wich wide. big · baſon lookes they all did gape 

In paſſing by vpon the ſilly Ape. 

For mickle pride (ſull well 1 wot) they tooke 
Todaunt a ſtranger with a ſcornefull looke ; 
Thereto, from fulleſt mouthes they tooke delight 
With horrid Oathes, the golden Starres to (mire, 
Ne gaue they due regard, or Reuerend loue 

Vnto the King of Gods the thundtirig one, 

But all their Pans conſecrated bee 

Todrunken Bacchas on low bended knee. 


Ihe chicfe 'mongſt theſe that bare ſupreamell ſway 


Was the fell Bore, who with the leaſl delay 


Euen fora looke miſdeem d, would hazard life 


In any furious broy le or bloody ſtrife, 

Wich him came many Beaſts that did delight 
In ſterneſull rage, debate, and bloody fight: 
And there fore loued euer for to bee 

Together with the Bore in company. 

There came the T yger, who withouten dread 
Was into any danger headlong lead. 


The wrathſull Beare, whom in his fiery rage 


Nought elſe but blood and vengeance might aſſvage, 
The Fall and Ram, who both couragious were 

But wanted wit ia fury to forbeare. 

Amidſt this Crew a ſimpk beaſt there was 

To Court being newly come, to wit, the eſſe, 
Whom they withtawning ſpeech and threats withall 
So wrought vnto their will, that at their call 
They had both him and his, and ſooth to ſay 
Incicht with golden ſtore, hee was fic pray 
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For ſuch in Court whoſe credit waxed bare, 

So u itleſſe was hee and fo voyd of care; 

For he of late had left his Countrey home 

His Sirc being dead, and now to Court was come, 
Where all a aunt, heeryots and conſumes 

In gold, in ſiluer, (ilke and ſweet perfumes 

His old Sires, ill-got-goods now goes to wracke, 
Farmes, Forreſts, Fields, hee beares vpon his backe, 
And neuer deemes what Fate will him betide 


When all is ſpentby his vnſcemely pw 
The eApe that had obſeru'd with heedfull eye 
The ſtout demeaneur of this Company, 
Tooke little liking to this kind of life, 
For hee ne loued for to bee in (rife ; 
Ne fauour would hee with ſuch perill winde, 
e But thought beſt ſleeping in the ſoundeſt skitine, 
Long did hee lurke about the Court in vayne, 
Before his cloſe intent hee could obtayne : 
gut hee that doth his Fate with heed attend, 
** Seldome but findes good Fortune in the end. 
And at the laſt good Fortune being his guide, 
An old acquaintance he in Court eſpide; 
To wit, the Fox, who found in Court ſuch grace 
That he about the King had gotton place. 
For the Dread Lyn loathing Luxurie 
The Canker-worme oftrue Nobilitie, 
Tallay the pride that in the fleſh beares ſway x 
And baniſh loathſome Idleneſſe away: 
To ſpend his golden houres did ſtill deniſe 
In Kingly paſtime and faire exerciſe, 
There to rich guifts, Prince-likehe gaue to thoſe, 
Thar did chemſelues to exerciſe diſpoſe ; 
Thereby to purge his Court to eaſe inclin'd, 
And baſe ſloath baniſh from the Noble mind. 
In which the Fox, his Seueraigne did ſo pleaſe, 
See ming the common Rnemie of eiſe: 
That hee himſelſe in micł le grace did bring 
With the bold Lyon, his dread Lord and King. 
. B A 
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The Beggers Ape. 
But hee foule Ci ( not as his King) did make 
This vſe of exerciſe for vertues fake, 
But gaue himflfe thereto with this intent 
To creepe in fanour wich ſoule blandiſhment 
To him the Ape in humble manner came 
To ſcrape acquaintance and make knowne his name 
But the proud Fex, though him hee well did know, 
Like a true Courtier gan himſelfe to ſhow 
With Elboe pot and caſt of ſcorofull eye 
Hee ſtoutly Ralk't vpon his tiptoes high 
Diſdaining to th Apes words to lend his care 
Though hee of yore his old acquaintance were. 
And in ſuch proud contempt he palled by, 
That the Apes ſormer hopes began to dye; 
Bring in deſpaire his means eftate to mend 
Forſaken thus of his old fellow friend. 

But my e Fox aduiſing allthis _ MI 
How the Ape being wittie, prompt, of guile, 
And that two working wits will | 
* In any —.— one may chance tofaile ; 
Straight ſends vneo the eApe.a1d him well, 
Biddinghim come to him his caſe to tell. 
The forlorne Ape being almoſt in deſpaire 
Withdouble diligence did make repaire 
Vnto the Fox, to whom obeyſance made 
or —. words 5 — whey — _ 

All haile (graue Sir )quoth hee, good fates att 
Your ſleps in Court, ſtill Fortune be your freind 
And in ſweet ſhowers, th'auſpicious heau'ns down-ſhed. 
Their bounteous ble en your reuerent head. 

The Fox him thanking, anfwered in this fort, 
But ſay (Sir — wind brings you to Court? 
Seemes you haue ſiued in ſome barren place 
And want lifes needemonts for to doe you grace; 
For you begrowne ſo meager leane and wan, 
That ſcarce your legs your limbs vpholden can. 
For which, I weene, you want that wonted wit 
And iudgement ſharpe, that ſecun'd of yore to lit 
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In th'ilke ſame head, by which 
Both helpe png ind your freind in ſleed. 
Ah mee (Sit & ) ſayd the wretched Ay 


2 
That Iv - 5 2s 
Am made the — of other beats: to bee 
vet j if of your you pleaſe 
You of your — my = 
And ſet my wit in —— 7 
* Want of imploymene makes beſt wirs decay. 
Now — 72 Fer) yee ſay right well, 
For cuſtome in power fo excell; 
That vettues ſelſe in the molt liberall minde 
e For want of it oft times decay d we find 
*«« And vie being common made in vſefull things 
i Yice to inſeperable habit brings, 
Then pitty e were, ſoripea wit — 
The want of good imploiment ſhould deprane. 
Read then, Sir Ape, hat — doe intend 
And if in ĩt my — — you beftiend: 
Doubt not to find — — 
uy Agree _ Ca rhe ad 
To this the Ape, deepe ſighing. i 
Ah (noble Sir) y bleiled be this day, , 
That with ſuch hap good fortune did me greet 
As with your ſelfe fo happily to meet; 
For well 1 wee ne, lonely hope to riſe 
By ſage inſtruction of your ſound deviſe. 
Then read (faire Sir] of fauour I you pray 
What cuſtome in the Court now beares cheife ſway 
To w hat thing molt is that Heroic mine 
Of our dread Soucraigne chiefely now enclind, 
& For well I wort the ſubiect that will bring | 
& Himſelfc in fauour with his Lord and King, 
What his Lord likes at leaſt mult ſecme to loue 
« And of his tancy muſtalwayes approue. 
Surely ſuid Reynald, this which you haue ſpoken 
Of your graue iudgement Bu luthcicnt token, 
— 3 
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And know, that now the Lyons chiefe delight 
Is to behold thoſe that in nimble ſight, 

Can beſt purſue the wilder beaſts in chaſe 

And ſuch as they be now in ſpeciall grace; 
For he with idle eaſe may not away 

— obſtacle = — aſſry. . 

And therefore yes be miſpent 
To noble exerciſe ſtill is — | 8 
Ne doe I doubt but you by pregnant wit 

To any exerciſe your an i, —_. 
And thoughat wotmanſſſijp yoube not ar 
Yer none amongſt the beſt of beaſts | know : 
In all the woods with you compar'd may bee 4. 
For nimblenes and ſwift Agility. | 
By which you may in frowning Fates deſpight 
Purchaſe you fauor in your Soueraignes bebe. 

Ah — Sir) taid the Ape, ybleiſed be 

Your life with length of dayes for Charitie 

To me poore wretch. But ſay Sir, I you pray 

By what ſtep ſhall I make my beſt aſſa y 

To gaine the Foreſts King vnto my fried 

* A good beginning makes a happy end. 

To this the Fox replyed, Sir Ape, ſaid hee 
Well haue you ſaid, yet that my buſines bee 
Meane while your wits for my imployment frame 
For in the Forreſt wee will find good game. 
[et Drudges by baſe toile there living get 
* The generous borne willonely liue by wit; 
This faid, the ſubtle Fox in ſecret wiſe 
The Ape gan counſell with ſuch ſound aduiſe 
That in ſhort ſpace in Court he get inuch grace 
Whenthoſe of more deſert could find no place. 
For few there be, that for good guiſts of mind 
« Or vertues bare regard doe fauour find 
* Onely they riſe that can by guileſull wit 
© Serue their one turne with gainetull benefit, 
The honeit mind from thence is made to flye 
** When ſhameleſſe tibaulds ate aduanced high 
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The Beegers Ape. 
“The ſimple-hearted are accounted baſe, 
te When bold and impudent are moſt in grace. 


& Yaine boaſting Thraſoes, ſoothing Fiatterers, 


* Sly cogging Gratoes, ſecret whiſperers, 


“ Tale · bearing Fleerers, and falſe accuſing lackes, 


te There beare beſt ſhewes vpon their golden backes. 
Mongſt whom the Ape did beare himiclte ſo well 


That hee in rich attire did farre excell ; 
And eke his ſides with fleſh filled were, 
That not a bone did any ere appeare. 
Ne, few him knew that knew him well before 
Thaue bin the wretched Ape he was of yore, 
For neuer more did Protexs change his ſhape, 
For todeceiue, then did this wilic «4 | 
At firſt with lowly lookes and bumble minde, 
Himſelfe in great States fauour he did winde, 
With Sycophantlike trickes, hee tooke delight, 
With cuery Iacke to play the Paraſite. 
To ſooth, to cogge, to fawne, to lye, to ſweare, 
To crouch, to gloſe, and patiently to beare 
All groſſe abuſe, to take vp every word 
Falne from the lying lippes of ſome great Lord: 
To laugh, looke ſad, to like and diſlike both, 
To ſay and vnſay, ſweare and forſweare troth · 
But when by humble ſcruice and long ſuite 
In Court hee came to bee of ſome repute, 
Hee many ſubtle ſleights did quickly find 
T'cxhalt himſe le when others came behind: 
Then wart hee proud, and bent his guileſull wit 
To turne all things to his owne benefit ; 
Falſe of his faith, yet prodigall in word, 
Darke in his talke, yet ſeldome would afford 
Poore' Suitors hearing; but vnleſſe they came 
With golden warrants ſigned for the ſame : 
Yer if that Suitors meanes for ſuites would vie, 
Whom better, then Sir Ape, could any chuſe; 
For many a Canker. worme of common ſtate 
Some farming Huckſter,or Sea runagate, - 
B.3 
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The Beggers Ape. 

Tinereaſe their prinate by publique ill, 
Might naakdedal — their will. 
Thus the ſlye Ape wich naturall wit endow d, 
Grew great in wealth, by wealth grew wondrous proud. 
« Ginergrldenwingero ge, bin fight, 
*« Gives golden wings to a loſty flight, 

Now while the « fpe did fad more and more 
By daily begging to increaſe his ſtore, 
The For that idle was but by his wit 
For the Apes turne Bill layd Gundation fe, 
And on a time I weene, abone the reſt, 
— — — with —— — 

ir Ape) quoth hee, if you my friend wi . 
— 
For I in Court haue found a gallant gull 
Whom of — — which hee yet is ſull) 
We well may 


if you will lend your ayde 
To ——— haſt, the — this anſwer made. 
Say in ſooth, Sir Keqmeld, I you pray, 
In what my word and deed you helpen may 
And of what Miſer wight make you report 
1 know him not ? ſpends he his dayes in Court? 
Ves, quoth the Fox, to Court he came of late 
And well | wot hee is a Iolly mate; 
le is to wit, the Aſe, whoſe aged fyre 
Did toyle himſelte and drudge for daily hyre 
And left his thrifry gaine vnto his ſonne 
To gentilize it here when he was gone - 
dayd then the Ape, foule ſhame fach fooles betide 
That tomaintayne their ſonnes vnthriity pride 
Willbow their labouring backes and take no pleaſure 
For all their paines vpon their hardrackt treaſure. 
The Fox reply d, you ſeeme to bee a Foc 
To gentle kinde; for if it were not fo, 
How ſhould the Forreſt in a moment ſpace, 
Breed ſo much gentle-blood of meaner race, 
And ſooth to ſay, this Aſ though meanely borne 
Yet through mach wealth,made wondrous fall of 2 
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An humour ſtrange in his conceit doth feed 

That by diſcent hee comes of Noble breed. 

It was my chance the other day to be 

With th horned Gate, and him in company, 

Who both were clad in goodly rich array : 

But in attire, the Aſ was farre more gay. 

His head with plame of Feathers was bedight, 
His trappingsall with Bells and Boſſes bri 

Was richly furniſhed, which with more pride 
os — vnto the ground oneyther tide. 

The luſtic Gallants to increaſe their fame, 

In their conceits at Knighthood both doth ayme. 
Which if for them wee can by friends obrayne, 
Wee ſhall not fayle for meed t haue double gayne z; 
For the Af ſo vaine appeares, that he will gue 
His whole eſtate, ere he vaknighted liue. 
And for the Goerr, we ſhall haue golden fee 
Of Female kind; that they may 15 bec. 
Being dub'd by him; Say then (Sir Ape) I 
Good gaine is oſt times loſt by long delay. 

Sir Reywald, (aid the Ape, my fo mind 
Brookes no delay, where | a meane may find 
To worke my will : bat know that your intene 
Makes me much doubt, the ſequell of th'euent ; 
For this high Order is to thoſe aſſigu d, 

That famous be for vertue of the mind, 
Or for ſome high atchiuement ; for their meed 


then bring ſuch a thing to paſſe, 
nighthoo for the Ae, 
Tuſh, quoth the Fox, the world now doth not fee 


The thing that is, but that which ſeemes to bee. 
And hee whoſe tongue the tayle of Greameſſe lickes 
If he will thriue, his Conſcience nener ſtickes 

To ouergild, and lift vp to the skies | 

With decpeſt oxches, inuent ions blackeſt lyes ; 
And that we may our 2 bring to paſle, 

We muſt obſcure the tolly of the eſſe, 


— 
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— — blind 
Wee mul , thert to blind ; 
And ſay and ſweare, that hee amongſt the beſt 
Of all the Forreft is the beaſt ; 
So to the world they both ſhall ſceme to bee 
For vertues ſake, much worthy this degree. 
Now rertes, ſaid the Ape, this is good leaſing 
And to the Lyon it will ſure bet — of 
When in the Forreſt hee ſhall heare the fame, 
Which in their high applauſe wee can proclaime. 
Meane time, Sir Reyna/d, backe returne with ſpecd 
Vnto them both, and tell them tis decreed, 
That worthy they ſhall weare the golden Spurre 
Like two true ſonnes of Mars, and ne re incurre 
The hazard of the Field, but onely this, 
To haue our fee before, we may not mille. 
Tuſh, quoth the Fox, bee confident in mee, 
A foole hee is that will behind hand bee: 
If that our purpoſe haue but good cuent 
The gaine is ours, neere thinke your paines miſpent. 
This ſaid, themſelues they both began t apply 
T effect their ſe, all their friends they try; 
And ſucha daily they | 
To the Afe and Goqr,for whom they make this ſuite 
That in the end both twaine in pompeand pride 
Weredubd Knights errand, of the Forreft wide 
Of whomin guerdon of their mickle paines 
The begging Ape and Fox had golden gaines, 
So both thinke well themſclue: apayd'tobee 
Tt.ey with their Knighchood, th other with their Fee, 
But let not ſuch baſe Loſſels that account 
All merit vayne, and onely hope to moune 
Themſelues with wings to ſuct degree 
That ſeeke to purchaſe it with baſer fee; 
And thinłe a filuer ſilken veſtiment 
A gilded Spurre, or acontremene 
The fruits of brainſicke fancies fond delight 
The onely meanes to make ã petfect Knight. : 


Let 
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Let not ſuch dunghil hreod of Keſhill kinde 

That vnto honour neuer caſt their minde 

Diſmay the noble ſpirit that aſſayes 

Through deeds of —— high to raiſe; 
For bare degrees that want true vertues merit 
— — — 


When Honour — 
eg. 


In Swan- white 


freſh and 
Then ler nor fondle — 


To thoſe that for their worth and high eſteeme 
exiled bee en 


In vertues bare regard 
By Princes grace to place of ſuch degree; 
Let boaſting Bragadecbioes of our tim- | 
ans Churles, that ſeeketo clime 
Tug _— fach hi handle el burne 

wi vaine - 
5 

cir 2 

Who taſting — 2 


By this his , himſelſe did frame 
Wi pes Excl Begging a, 


ght on gaine got wirh 
Ye nelghe hee continued begging ſti 
To glut the gulfe of hisvnſariate will. 
Which many noblebeaſte did ſoone eſpie 
On whome the Lyon ſafetie did relye, 
To whoſe wiſdome and fore-caſt ing cares 
Committed were the Forreſts cheife Affaires. 
But mongſt them all, that moſt illuſtrate beaſt 
That worthy Counſellor from beau n ybleſi, 
The noble Elephant tooke ſpeciall he 
That out of Court ſuch Beggers he might we⸗d. 
And ſooth to ſay, as Greeks: doe well recite 
With crooked Trumpet he could truely write, 
And by the working of his prudent mind 
Could oft obſcure the wits of humaine kind; 
For on his care the Kingdomes happines 
Did moſt NEW for her worthines 
C 


A * 
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To him committed was in cullodie 
The keeping of the common Treafarie. 

This worthy Peere, whodayly did behold: 
The ſhamek ſſe begging of bold 
ln wiſcdome diuers wayes did caſ. 

To finde the wily Apes foule knanery out. 
But thy Ape oP — — longii Was: 
Etre th Elephaxt could bringhis will co z 
Meane time like as the Leach _— 
From greedy fucking ne re ,before 
The place be bloodleiſe leſt exhauſleiſ dry 
So did th. Aye toth A ſi himſelſe apply. 
For when the doultiſh beaſt ycleped was 

Through all the Court ( by name of highe Sir At: 
Puft vppe with pride, he thought himielſe to bee 
The — — that euer "= — 8 
Hee lear to praunce wi tely 

To rayne his 4fes head with lofty — 

And in each point himſelſe ſo high to beate 
As if that hee ſome noble Pn were ;. 
Which pride of his, was laughed foto ſcorne 
Of every beaſt that know bim to bee borne 
Of baſe deſcent. yet hee thiough want of wit 
Swolne proud by wealth, ſuch folly did commit, 

That he their common Gull accounted was 

Which th' Ape did well perceine, & with vaine ſhowes. 

Offained friendſhip gan with him to gloſe, 

With ſoothing tongue his folly he did feed 

And gaue him counſell by ſome deed 

To amplify his name in — , 

Hee knew he was not come of Aſſes race; 

Bur racher of ſome ſuch noble breed 

As fwift wing d Pega/av that heau'nly Steed. 


—— —— 5 
o eth Horſe, thereby to im grace 
— Hr but he ba rg 


If hee with courage bold but gaue ti. Aflay- 


The Beggers Abe. 
Sir Afe, wich ſolfe conceit being mou d in minde> 

To heare his praiſe, forgot himſelſe by kinde 
T'kaue bin an «fe, and in this humour ſent 

A chalenge to the Horſe with this intent. 

To runne with him before the Forreſt King 

In hope himſelfe in faucur for to bring. 

The day was ſet and choſen was the p 

Vpon the — — to runne this race; 

Where the King of beaſts ſtood robehold 
The ſtout Sir «fe, performe his chalenge bold ; 
The time being come forth came the luſtie Horſe 
With comely grace to runne th expected courſe, 
Who by his ſtately geſture gan to ſhow 

Stout ſignes in proud contempt of his baſe foe. 

His creſted necke hee oſten bow d to ground 

With foaming mouth as if he would confound 

The earth at once, and from his noſthrils came 

A fierie breath as from a furnace flame; 

His pricking Eares ſtood ſtartling on his head 

And of a common cuſtome inlye bred, 

In iollity of pride which did abound, 

His hollow hoofe ſtill played vpon the ground; 

At laſt from his ſtrong necke in neighing ſhr ill 
With ſound thercof the Forrelt hee did ill. 

Seeming thereby to call ypon Sir Aſe, 
That in this challenge the appellant was. 

Who vainely vaunting with a gallane trayne 

Came proudly prauncing onthe ample Plaine ; 
Where when hee came beholding well the Horſe 

His comely grace, braue ſbape, and wondrous force : 
Halfe in deſpaire ſe did himſelfe repent 

Of his proud challenge and bold hardiment. 

Yet with the vayne applauſe of flattering mates 
Being proudly prickt, with Courage bold he waites, 
The time appointed to begin the tace 
Before the Forreſt King being then in place ; 
The figne once giuen, Sir Af, began to runne : 
With greedy hope great 4 thereby 2 

2 


— — 


And wi 
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But the brane fla in pace way did 
Like winged ſhaft ſhorfroma Tuſcan — 
*O: like a Swallow in the well in bright 
That ſheeres the ſubtie are with nimble flight, 
Leauing the Aſſt nich ſhame behind 
To know himſcite tobe an Aſ by kind. 
Wich mickle la in place 
Amoaglt the beatts that ſtood 40 race, 
Which the f did wellobſerue wich ſlye intent 
As he that knew t would be the nt: 
Wa 1 — . 
Was held in 
And left forlorne for his ſtupidity 
The 2 alone, did keepe him company. 
Whole doltiſh natere by his cunning wit 
Thatinthe endby ctend cg — 
t in 7 ing fiye 
Hee gull d the ſimple beaſl and ſackt him dry. 
Who left forlorne returned all a mort 
Vnto his Country home, from Proxces Court. 
There helpeleſſe to bewaile in wotull wiſe 
His lauiſh will and wanton riotize ; 


golden houres, 
Pyiures bowers ; 


In Drinke, in Dice, 
That vp and downe in Antick doe jet, 
—— — golden backs doe beare your debt, 


a vaine bewitching hope ſtruck blind 


Of idle fame doe watch to catch the wind, 

Yet thinke your ſelues all others to ſurpaſſe 

In reaching wit, Behold this forlorne Ae, 
Who mongſt the belt, once ĩolly blithe and trim 
In deepeſt waues of ſweet delight did ſwim 


Now 


The Beggers Ape. 
Now of his golden good he being bereft 


And driuen home, wien ſcarce no home was lett : 
In ſtead of ſtately bower, where he had bin 

An homely Cottage gladly enters in. 

Where with (ad ſighes his wretched eyes doe fill 
Inftcad of Arras and — skill, 

Vpon the broken roofe and ſlender walls 

Sticks ſmoakie black and Spiders duſty coales, 

In ſtead of ſweet perfumes, the bitter ſnoake 

With foggy clouds his tender light doth choake, 

In ſtead of Siluer plate, or purelt Glaſſe 

Hee with the Beggers diſh now pleaſed was, 

In which for Wine to glad his woſull hart 

Hee takes cold Whey and water in good part, 

His Courtly dyet fr with many adi 

Ofdiuers kindes of dainty Fleſh and Fiſh, 

Is now become thealmes of ſome good houſe 

aan b row pants. — 

eground his greene 

And forhis Bcd a pad of Straw he takes 

In which diſtreſſe, by his owne folly bred 
Hee , he ſighes, and ſhakes his wofall head: 
Blami bis bitter Fate, but all in yaine 

Saeed wealthy ſtore doth remaino. 
Meane time the Ape that liu d vpon his loſſe 

Seeing the wretched fortune of the Ae. 

Did laugh to ſcorne his wofull miſ ery 

And pitch d his nets with fraud and ſubtiley ; 

To circumvent the weake and ſimp 

That vſed to frequent the Princes Cort. : 
But thus while th Ae ſuch things topalle did bring 
About the pallace of the Forreſt Ki 

The greedy Mode his part did ao pls 

In woods abroad t'obtaine his wiſhed pray, 
Auen rolieby poyleoforhers good 

And ſought to liue by ſpoy . 
Yet had hee large poſſeſſions ofhis owne, 
And inthe woods was mighty wealthy growne, 

=o i Where- 
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Whereby he daily fought in Cruell wiſe 

Vpon the poorer Beaſts to T yrannize, 

The Woods in Common, and th'adioyning Plaine 

ee did convert vnto his priuate gaine ; 

And meaner beaſts that nigh his Den did dwell, 

- Heefrom their owne abodes did oft expell. 
Mongſt whom the Urchin and the Squsrriũ hight, 

By the Apes helpe, he robbed of their right: 

For in cloſe thicket farre from ſight of Sunne 

Where in his darkſome Den the Wolfe did wonne, 

The induſtrious Urchin in his little Cell, - 

Not farre from thence alene did chance to dwell, 

At whole hap the Wolfe did much rep ine 

And daily did behold with enuious eyne, 

How he in ſharpeſt Winter did cnioy 

The fruites of Sommers toyle without annoy ; 

For when Pomona did in winters -ſcorne 

The Woods greene heads with golden fruit adorne, 

When fields doe ſeem to laugh, when flowers doe ſpring 

When Bcafts doe play, and Birds doe ſweetly ſing ; 

Then would the Urchin watch with curious eye, 

When Bore« blaſts did cuffe the Clouds in skye 

And ſhake the Tree when like thicke ſhowers of raine 

The Fruit would fall, the which with mickle paine 

Vpon his briſled , the Yrchin bore 

Home to his Cell ro make his winters ſtore, 

Whereby from winters thrall hee liu'd ſecure, 

When other Beaſts much ſorrow did endure. 

Now at the entry ofthe ſterne Welfes denne 

The place of his abode had long time bin ; 

That gainſt the State nought could be done or ſayd, 

But by the Frchin it might bee bewrayed. 

The Wolfe like wiſe out ot his greedy moode 

Did ſeeke t inlarge the place ot his abode, 

By proud incroaching of that little Cell 

In which his nei r, thVrchin vid todwell; 

Wherefore hee t by death ot ſome diſgrace, 

To diſpoſſeſſe the Urchin of that place. Fee 
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And ona time from home as th'Y7chis went 
Abroad into the Forreſi with intent 
As was his wont, to get ſuch labours meed, 
As Fortune in the Forreit had decreed, 
Loe in the way the raucning Wolfe did watch 
This ſilly bealt within his pawes to catch, 
Whom he did often thinke to make his ptey, 
Yetdurſt hee not at that time giue th Aſay , 
So well the Vrebus did his body arme 
With coate of proofe, gainſt all intended harme, 
The Wolfe therefore perceiuing force to faile 
Did ſecke by flattering falſhood to preuaile. 
For in the way finding occaſion meet 
With fawning words, thus th'Urchw hee did greet. 
Now — — quoth the Wolfe, you be well met 
Vpon what high atchieuement be you ſer, 
That you thus armed bee, ſeemes you doe ſtand 
In dangers doubt, and feare ſome harme at hand. 

Nay certes, quoth the Vc hin, nought I feare 
Of harme t enſue, this armed coate I weare 
For no ſuch cauſe ; but thatwith paine I may 
Vpon my briſled hide, ſuch fruit 
To my poore home, which inthe w I find, 
Leaſt withthe ſluggard vnto caſe inclin'd, 

On Summers pleaſure I doe fondly feed 
And want in Winter to ſuſtaine my need. 

The Wolfe replyed, y bleſſed be thy paine 
And labour, that deſerues to reape : good gaine ; 
Vet let me now dilſwade thee to dilarme 
Thy ſelte this once, and feare no future harme, 
This day deſiſt fromtoyle and goe with mce 
Vnto our friend, where wee will welcome bee; 
For to all Beaſts, this day is by the Bore 
Kept feſtiuall, where we ſhall finde good ſtore 
Of diuers dainty Fruits, of which at will 
Withouten labour thou mayeſt haue thy fill. 
This ſayd, he vſed ſuch kinde courte ſie 
Mix d with ſuch friendly Importunitie ; 


That 


The Beggers Ape. 
That the Vre hin, thought his meaning good 
and — with him vnto the neighbouring Wood, 
Whereas the Bore ſhould wonne ; but loe at need 
A ſriend was by, to helpe him at that ſtecd, 
And ſure the filly Vc his that ſame day 
Vnto the Rauening Wolfe had beenea prey, 
But that the Sqvirril from the leauie Tree, 
Vnſcene to them the Moes intent did fees 
Who to the Yrches, call d with loude eaclaime 
Fond ſoole ſaid hee, what madnes is this ſame ? 
How dareſt thou credit that fame cruell Beaft, 
That on thy Carkaſſe ſeekes to make his Feaſt. 
Take heed, by his ſeducements bee not led, 
If thou difarme thy ſelfe thou art but dead. 
For hence I did behold how inthe way 
In ſecret couerthid, hee lurking lay, 
And hadſt thou not with ſtiffe. quill'd pointed hide 
Beene arm d about; by him thou ſure hadſt dy d. 
The Vrc bin hearing this, vpon his chin 
Did ſet his feet and drew his briſſed skin 
About his body round, as any ball 
To ſhield himſelfe, and ſhun his fatall fall. 
Which when the Wolfe perceiu'd, hee went his way 
Intag din minde, and vow'd without delay 
To att a ſwift reuenge vpon them both, 
And for his cauſe, vnto the ¶ pe he goeth , 
To whom, Complaint againſt them he doth bring 
To be prefert d vnto the Forreſis — 
Hee told, how th Vre hun like a theeuiſh wight 
Did ſteale abroad indead of darkſome night, 
Vſing to ſucke the ſuil-fed Kine vr ke pt, 
While the poore Neatheard all fecuicly ſle pt: 
And how the Squirril to augment his fore, 
Did rob the Forreſt of the Fruit it bore ; 
And tohis will, that he might better ſhape 
The greedy fancy of the Begging Ape, 
Hee wifh'd him e the ſorſeit of their Goods, 
Since none amonglt the Beaſts about the woods 


There 
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There was, with whom ſuch treaſure could be found 
As withthemtwaine which chiefly did abound 
Wirh Nuts, and Aples, which the Weifecould tell 
Aboue all things, the — 5 lou d wondrous well. 
And ſooth to ſay theſe tidings did fo pleaſe 
Th'eApes greedy humor, that with little caſe 
The Wolfe obtain'd his wiſh for in ſmall ſpace 
The Urchin and the Suirril wanting grace 
Of friends to backe theic cauſe were from thoſe Woods 
Exil'd for aye, and forfeited there goods 
Whereby the Wolfe polſeſſion did obtaine 
Of th' Yrchins little Cell, and th Ape did gate 
By begging Nuts and Aples which of yore 
By others paines werghoarded vp in ſtore, 
Thus dayly did the ſubtile Apeobtaine 
Pleaſare and profit both withouten paine, 
By which | weene compar'd toall the reſt 
* Amongſt all Craftſmen Beggers are the belt: 
For eu'nthe proud'ſt that thinkes paines taking s baſs 
To turne oft Begger thinkes it nodiſgrace. 
But whileft tbe Ape lull'd in ſecurity 
Did ſwim in pleaſures and felicity 
Not wanting ought, for ſeldome did he craue 
The guift of ought but he the ſame might haue, 
The noble Elephant that in the Court 
Did beare chiefe ſway amongf the ſupreame ſort 
Like a true Stateſman,for the Forreſt gnod 
Againſt the Apes incelſant begging ſtocd. 
Whereby the Ape did ſtoope his gallant minde 
For though Dy information _ might finde 
Ought worthy — yet the Prince. 
Hee did not craue ; becauſe by help 
Oft to reuoke his grant the King was mou d 
If to the ſtate it preiudiciall ſtood ; 
Therefore the «Ape that liu d before ſecure 
And thought his golden begging would endure 
For euer certaine : with a heauy cheere 
Now hung the head ; for ell it di 


The Bergers Ape. 
Hee might goe ſw Inke and ſweat to get lis living 
Since that the Forreſt Prince did ceate from giuing, 
Sir Reynald likewiſe that fame crafry mate 
That did in the Apes beg d gaifts participate 
Now wanted meanes, whereby he might ſupport 
His brauery mongſt rhe gallants of the Court 
For long he watched had and caſt dbourt 
By his fige wit to findefome purchaſe ont 
Some ancient Raine of Antiquitie 
Orougtt that might be tearm d invtilie, 
Bat naught he found that in the Forreſt ſtood 
That was invtilic for common good 1 
Which when he did perceive : halfe in deſpaire 
Vrto the Axe his friend he made repaire 
Who to each other oftenthough in vaine 
Their {ad miſhap ia ſecret did complaine. 
Yet in the end the Fox did finde a fetch 2 
for dire conſtraint, the wit at large doth ſtretch, 
Hee well remembred that if any beaſt 
Were found offenſiue to the Kings beheaſt 
Or did infringe the Law through all the Woods 
By penall ſtatutes lol both Lands and 4 
The which without controle, as lawfull gaine 
Th Ape for a boone by begging might obtaine, 
This once being thonght vpon the wily Ape 
ar As catefull of their good this ſpeech ſpape. 
Sir Reynald (faid the Ae) wee be in caſe 
Tobe vndone vnleſſe by Ioues good grace 
Againſt the ſtorme, in time we doe prouide 
* Time runnes away and no man ſtayes the tide, 
You ſee that wee be needy and in lacke 
And in the Court, the eyes of every Iacke 
Are fix d vpon vs, and theſe garments old 
Cannot in Court our countenance long vpheld. 
Then ſay (Sir Reynald ) as yee be right wiſe 
W hat hope full courſe for vs can you deuiſe 
Wee mult prouide for helpe without delay 
uo leauc the Court and runne awty. 
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The Fox reply d full little did I weene 
That in this caſe-ſo witleſſe you had beene 
So long as hope remaines ; why ſhoald wee doubt 
Hauc wee not working wir to caſt about, 
Then haue good hope, for wee in little ſpace 
Will worke our ſelues againe in Fortunes grace, 
We know right well te Oxe and filly Sbeepe = 
Though they themſelues from Court in priuate keepe 
As being but ruſticke Chuffes of baſe account 
Yer they in wealthy ſubſtance farre ſurmount 
Whom if by ſubtilty we can but draw 
Within the compaſſe of the Princes law 
To top our mouthes we ſhall haue golden fee 
So much they feare in danger tor to bee. 
And it this faile; yet we vponour 
As loyall ſubiects can appeach them both 
For ſpeaches ſpoken gainſt the Gouernment 
Or other treſpafſe, which we can inuent, | | 
Which that wee may to better ſe bring Add 
We can diſgus'd,talke ofthe Forreſt King | 
And aske what ty dings in the Princes Court 
What vioe in common they doe molt ſupport 
And in their ſpe:ch if we them tripping take 
V Vee by addition can the matter make 
To ſeeme\farre worſe ; by which if they i th end 
ConniRed bee; thenthat which we intend | 
V Vee haue obtayn d; for we their goods haue wonne 
In recompence of our good ſeruice done. 
This ſaid, the Ape approving Reynal wit 
In that hee at a pinch, could helpe with it 
V Vith ſpeed in ſome ſtrange habit, both diſg is d 
V Vould pat in practiſe what hee had deuis d. 
Taney both agreed themſelues forthwith to clad 
Like ſtranger Country men ot late decayed; 
V Vhoſc habit and demeanor had you ſeene = 
You would haue rhough the wretched Ape t*hane been . 
Some ſturdie Clowne that late had left the Carre SM 
And in tais ſtrange diſguiſc had come from farre, 
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The Beggers Ape. 


Hee was y clad all in a Ruſſet gray 

Ol courſeſt ſtuffe, yet with inch meane aray, 

Hee ſeemed well appay d as did appeare 

Being well contented with his Countrey weare, 

Nis ruſſet lerkin, many yeares y worne 

Was waxen bare, and at the elboes torne : 

His Breechesof the ſame made ſcanty wiſe 

So cloſe did ſit vnto his brawny thighes, 

That his fat flankes that plumpe and jolly were, 

Like two round Balls did through the fame appears ; 
Thereto, his blew round Cap him well became 
With a plume Feather pendant on the ſame, 

Which o'th'one ſide of his head he ener wore 
As if in minde ſome high conceit hee bore, 

A ruſty Sword heecarryed by his fide 

And at his backe a Dagger well ytide, 

For many hackes therein made long agoe 

Sufficient proofes did of the — ſhow, 

His woollen Hoſe were of the pureſt white 
Ofthicke ſtrong knit, and yet inopen ſight 

Were broken boue the heeles, and both his Shooes 
Worne with long trauell out abour the toes. 

And thus he trauayrd with his fellow Fox: 

About the Forreſt for to finde the Oxe, 

And ſilly Sheepe, whom the Ape had firſt eſpide 

In Field farre off, faft by the Riuer ſide, 

And faid vnto the Foxe j Behold 1 fre 

In yon ſame field, where they both graſing bee : 
Now proue your wit Sir Reyneld, if you can, 

Begin you firſt, you are the grauer man. | 
This ayd,they came where th'O.re and Sheepe did graſe, 
Whom thus the Foxe did grett with fawning phraſe * 
All halle (Sir Oxe) faid hee, — am 1 

To ſee you beare your lofty head ſo high, 

It ſeemes to vs by this your goodly port 

vou are in fauout in the Princes Court, 

You can informe vs of ſome tidings there 


And bout the Lyon, who chiefe place doth beate. 1 
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The Beggers Ape. 


„„The Oxe — * (good Sir) you deeme amifl- 
For your conie goes aſtray in this, 

seeing Courtly fauour is no cauſe that l 

* Seeme thus to my branched head ſo hie, 

*« But humble thoughts, which wounded harts doe healc 


** Inſiweet content, is cauſe of all weale, A ny 
te Pale enuy poyſon to the Stateſmans good — 
ͤNere gaawes my heart ne ſuckes my vitall blood, 
Nor greedy Auaries of others ſhares 


Fx Dy my — — cares; 
. e paſtures bounds my thoughts doe euer bound, 
” Nedos 1 ioy rofeed in ranger ground, 
* Bnt with my Fate ſaffic'd | ſtill abide 
Not fearing any ill that may betide, 
* Of Muſickes rareſt skill I rake no keepe 
** At any time to ſummontimely ſleepe, 
* But rect voyc d Birds, and milde Streames gently 
My weary limbes, in reſiſull quiet Huſhes. (guſhes 
T. often horrid founds of Court Alarmes 
Nette ſartle me from ſleepe for feare of harmes, 
© Bu (l-cpi12rill the morne ſecure of feares, 
* The Birds ling ſweet Jon. jaurs about mine carcs : 
* Thus liue l — — content of minde, 
* Which wee in Courtly greatneſſe ſeldome finde. 
Certes, ſaid the Ape, it ſeems yeebe right wiſe 
That can of worldly we ale ſo well aduiſe, 
And yet in this me ſeemes you haue digreſt, 
For 'mong(t the belt you being a goodly beaſt 
To great aduagcement, may your ſclfe ſoane bring 
And authorize high Seruice for the King. 
w — th Ox.) How vulgar is affe ction 
* [n vainely ſeeking aſter fond promotion, 
** As well th'[gnoble as the Noble blood 
* Decme vading pompe the happic mans chiefe good. 
te Vet view the Court and matkethe milery 
© Of thoſe that ſwim in Court felicitie, 
* Whoſe wretched ſteps in Princes Courts attends 


« His ſlauiſn will on others wills depends, 
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His turn- coat thoughts more light then lighteſt feather 
© Tura'd with the winde and return'd with the weather 
* Eu'n as his Maſters — — is, 

© Muſt turne and Change to li 

&© Againſt his Conſcience, praile impietie, 

* And ſooth foule ſinne with fawning flatterie. 
And yet A thou ſhouldſt exalted bee 


** And by the helpe of Greatneſſe finde ſuch grace 
tc As neere the ſteps of Maieſtic t haue place, 
te Vet marke (fond foole) and ſee what vnſeene woe 
Would follow thee though thou in Gold ſhouldſt goe, 
To bee a Partner in the Priuitie 
And cloſe concealemem of Authoritie, 
Though to thy ſecond ſelfe thou fhew the ſume 
** Ofc winnes thee Death, and neuer dying ſhame; 
vet in thy Conſcience to conceale ſuch things 
* Y Vhen life is gone, Death worſe then death it brings. 
& Oh then how bleſt and happy a wight is hee 
& That lives from Court thongh nerve ſo baſe he bee. 
T enlarge this Theame the Sheepe did ſilence breake, 
* Deare neighbor Oxe (quoth he) the truth you ſpeake, 
te Yet more then this, doe many vadergoe * 
That in the Court doe make a goodly ſhew, 
For many there that beare ſo bold a face 
And deeme all vulgars beggerly and baſe, 
* That ſtrut on Tiptoe, and with Elboe pride 
C Aſpire to reach the ſquare from ſide to ſide, 
Oft ſtoope their gallant mindes and proue I weene, 
V Vorſe Beggers farrethenthoſe that Beggers beene; 
«« V Vith-fawaing tongue and Court eclipſing guile 
*«« They claw the Great in vices more then vile, 
* And then of this or that in daily begging, 
*« They ſtill ſollicite them with tedious gaping, 
But loe alas, what proues this hardracket ſtore 
*«« Got by eucroaching on the pined poore, 
© Lifesbirrer curſe, while heere on Earth wee dwell 


1 ve Deggers Ape. 


e of that or this- 


place paſt Court · ccouching with the knee, 


Sores fad barthen bearing down: to Hell. 
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The Beggers Ape: 


* Why then doe thoſe that tediouſly importune 
The royall Lyes to aduance their Fortune, 

*« Thus baſe and Begger. like ſollicite ſtill 

I increaſe their profit by a generall ili: 

© They knew the noble Lyons Royall minde 

To humble Suitors is by nature kinde, 

Nor ſtearne nor ſtatefull to the SubicRs baſe, 
ut tull or Lenitie and Gentle grace. 

** They know hee ſtriues by his benignitie 

To irnitate the Gods in charitie, 

MWhicn they will ſtiil abuſe, being Begger-lipt, 
Till from his Court ſuch Beggers bale be whipt, 
This ſpeeci fo toucht the Ape, that with much paine 
Hee could himſelſe in quiet moode containe. 

But Reyn4/7 tnus reply d. Well haue you ſpoken 

In this behal e, for theſe your words betoken 

« Your common care, which nature tyes vs to, 

Not for our ſelues being onely borne to doe. 

Vet you (me ſcemes Sir Oxe) without ſuch ſhift 
Ry merit may your ſelte to honour lift, 

*« Seeing euery where true merit hath her place 

« At leaſt it caa no where receiue diſgrace. 

The Oxe replay d. | would thy words were true 
Would merit euery where might haue her due. 

«« Then ſhould | not behold vnto my griefe 

« The meritorious want without relicfe, 

* But loe, Ah laſſe, bchold the noble Horſe 

That cu'n hath ſpentthe vtmoſt of his force) 
Gainſt ti E gie and the Dra70% his proud mate 

** Who both of lite made warte vpon our State, 

** How oft haue I beheld him with delight 
preparing of himſelfe for bloody fight, 

% Who neuer feat d what might by focsbee done 
© With Ha, ha, ha, the Burcaile hath begun, . 
. The eyes of Georg.» burning in his head - 
i With feare hath made his tainting toes halfe dead. 
* And proudly prauncing witha ſide- long pace 
* Lifting his fetlockes vp with nimble grace, 


The Beggers Ape. 


* All Rainbow. like hee bore his creſt deckt necke 

In proud conte mpt of any Counterchecke, 

* Then on the hard ground having made ſome prooſe 
Of the ſtrong batter y of his hardy hoofe, 

* Withnimblc Capers in a ſtately daunce 

© He towards the battaile bo)d would proudly praunce, 
And being come in ſight ofth Armed focs 
© Hee ſnuſſes, he puffes,he Boggles, ſnoarts and blowes, 


SY a 
* And neighing with ſhrill voy oe, hee ſeemes to cry 
* And call ns with the Enemy. 


Then likethe Lightning from the Eaſterneayro 
** Oc ſwifteſt whirlewind, in his fierce repayre 
* To ſlie mongſt thickeſt tconpes he hach bin ſcene 
t To loſe his hte, or worthy Conqueſt winne, 
* MN hete ina moment, from the duſty ground 
Into the ayre hee vp would ligntly bound, 
* And falling done againe, with ſine wie ſhankes 
VM Vould be: t and batter downe the thickeſt rankes, 
* From whence he ottentimes (though wounded) eame 
«* Y Vith Conqu- its high renowne,and cndleſk tame. 
* But now where is the meed ot his true merit? 
V ho now yeelds comfort to his fainting ſpirit ? 
& _ — 5 ſonnes - — in enery eye 
* The perf dt maps o beggery, 
* As oftci, as — they = behold 
* The which they tooke their Countries cauſe t vphold, 
Their eyes, lippes,hands,and harts, to heau'n doe goe, 
M Viſhing pale Death to end tht ir helpleſſe woc; 
V Vhich being deny d dire need doth them conllraine 
* Todoe the thing their ſoules did once diſdaine, 
Eun Begger-like one ſingle Mite to craue 
* Poorelite within his halfe. ſtaru d houſe, to ſane. 
This ſaid, the Foxe forthwith with winking eyne 
Toth' Ape as was decreed gaue priuie ſigne. 
Who ſtepping forth with countenance tell, thus ſpake 
1 Friend F-xe quoth hee, your witneſſe heere I rake 
* Of their difloyall words, which intimate 
Their troacherous thoughts againſt the Prince & State. 


The Beggers Ape. 


© Sure ſayd the Fox, their ſpeeches dee import 
& As muchas Treaſon, it twere heard in Court, 
& But they perchance will happily repent 
ce [ et me duſwade you then from your intent, 
& For if the Councell of the Lyo1 dread 
ge ceitiſied of this, they — but — 
*© They ſhall compound with you, and tere not 
© For he io ſceke the ſheddin of their blood, __ 
Wich this intent the Fex thus ſpake, as hee 
That thought thereby to gaine ſome golden ſee 
To ſtop their mouths, but both the Sheepe and Oxe, 
Perceiuing well the knauery of the Foxe, 
As they that guiltlelle were, withouten doubt 
Defied both Fox and Ape with courage ſtout. 
The Ape perceiuing this ſwore by his head 
For theſe their words, they ſhould ere long be dead. 
And fo enrag d to Court he went againe 
With Reynald his ſlye copeſmate to complaine. 
Where when they came, ſuch Treaſon they detect 
Which gainſt the O-xe and Sheepe they did obieR, 
That with ſwiſt ſummoning they cyted were 
Before the Lyons Councell to appeare. 
The time was ſet, and loe thoſe Roy all Peeres 
That on their backes the Forreſts burthen beares 
eue. like in Councell, each one tooke his place 
To giue their judgement in fo weightie a cal. 
The Guard attendant on the Forreſt King 
The Oxe and Sbeepe, vnto the Barre did bring 
Thenwith ſhrill voyce, the Cryer mongſt them all 
A generall ſilence through the Court didcall, 
Which cuery where aduiſcfull audience bred 
While thus th'Inditement by the Clerke was read. 
Come forth Sir Oxe (yd hee) ſtand at the Barre, 
& And thou Sir Sbeepe, yee both Inditcd are | 
* For Treaſon, 'gainſt the Lien our dread King 
ce Which th'e4pc and Foxe ot late to light did bring, 
* And for lewd Speech vs d *mon2t the yulgar fort 
Seeking thereby for to def. me the Court 
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The Beggers Ape. 


e Inticlingthoſe by names of Beggers baſe, 
That for deſert are inthe Princes grace: 
And which is worſefor your diſloyal: hate 
And treaſonable grudging gainſt the ſtate 
1 Of all which treatons worthy vengefull wreake 
* If you be guilty or not guilty ſpeake ? 
To this, the Oxe not guilty did reply 
c And therewithall he craucd liberty 
* With humble ſuite that he might anſwer ſhape 
4 Gainſt this Inditement of the Fox and Atze, 
© Which granted after humble reuerence made 
0 Ynto the bench, theſe words he boklly ſayd. 
Right honored Lords, Peeres of a peereleſſꝭ King 
** From whoſeſole care our common good doth ſpring, 
The greateſt part of treafon vrged heere 
As by the inditement read may well appeare 
© Conliſts in words which as our foes report 
'« By vs were ſpoken gainſt the King and Court: 
** But daigne dread Lords, to marke what we haue ſayd 
And what conſtruct ion thereof they haue made; 
Naught gainſt the Court or Courtier did wee ſay 
© But gainſt ſuch Vice as in the Court beares ſway, 
** The Court where wonnes fo many a Iouiall ſpring 
Made famous by the influence of a noble King, 
& As like foxes Pallace boue the ſtarry skye, 
* Rather tobceadmiry, then judg'd with mortall eye; 
Vet as ina Paradife of ſweet delight 
* With rareſt Fruits and faiteſt Flowers bedight, 
Nec ' retheleſſe the care the cunning Gardener takes 
** His hookes, his ſythes, his pickaxe, ſpade and takes, 
dome fruitletſe weeds are growing on the ground: 
do in our Kings owne Pallice may bee found 
** Among the number that praiſe- worthy bee 
Some wicked Beaſts of more then baſe degree. 
* And 8 ſuch Vice, as they doe there ſupport 
** Wee did inueigh; and not againſt the Court: 


Ne did we ſay, that ſuch haue Beggers bin 
* That by deſert doe Grace or fauout winne: 


** But 


For 
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The Beggers Ape. 
* But ſuch asdaylyvic with reſtleſſe gaping 
00 WIG — 
* {;f our dread Soueraignes ifts to craue 
« Although no merit in themſelues chey haue; 
This is the ſumme in briefe of what we ſpake 
«« And this is it which they would treaſon make. 
This aid, dumbe ſilence for a certaine ſpace 
Did ſhut the lips of all that were in place 
Till at the laſt, that great Heroe roſe 
Whoot the Forreits treaſure doth di 
The noble Flephent, who as he ſtood 
From kis ſVe:t mouth por d forth a fluent flood 
Or honied cloquence, which wanting skill 
If 1expreſſe tie fame, ſoone ſhould I ſpill 
With ſharpe inuectiue, firſt againſt that fort 
Ol hungry Beggers that frequemt the Court 
Hee did inueigh, then by his powerfull wit 
Hee ſkewed ſince he in Counſels feat did fit ; 
How many prinate States had change d bin 
Which by obſeruance he had mark*c and ſeene, 
Supplarited all by couſenage of the Ape 
Or by ſome falſehood which the Fox did ſhape, 
Then 'gam'tthe Ape, his ſpecch he gan to fram: 
Hce ſhew d what Beaſt he was and whence he came 
How foxe at hlt, for his decciptfull guile 
Made him, of man a Beaſt, and in that Ile 
Call'd Ape Iſle of kis n1me, alone him put 
And how his taile at length for craft was cut. 
Then queſtion'd he the Fox, to know ifhee 
Againſt the Oxe and Sheepe would witnes bee 
And what true de poſit ions he could bring 
That they intended treaſon gainſt the K ir g. 
The Fox though halſe amaz d with ſudd . ine ſeare 
To heare ſuch words from ſuch a mighty Peere, 
Yet that his witnes might ſecme more t haue troth 
Hee did vnbidden ſceke to take his oath, 
The beoke was brought; but loe the Eternall Jowe 
Whoby his power ptotecteth from aboue 

E 2 


— — — 


and with tedious begging 


The 
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The Beggers Afe. 


e cauſe of with dreadfull frowne 

in Hew'ns high PMlce caſt his count nance downe. 
And as the Foxe his began to take 
As Tone but flirt d, hee made Olympus ſhake, 
And thundring horgbly aboue the skio, 
Through the ayre hte made a ſulphur ie flaſh to ſlic, 
Which fell vpontHe Foxe, for his foulc finne ; 

And for his judgement ftrange, fo ſyng d his skinne 

Thar ſince, All Foxes ſmell of it and beate 
A ſyriged colour cuer in their haire. 
Thas ine change, amaz'd the ſtandeis by 
Whg ell with one conſent, gan glorific 
The name of eue, and 's judgement forthwith gauc 
Againſt the Ape. who now no wit could ſaue 
From puniſhment ; For 'bout the Forreſt wide 
They whipt him well, and ſoundly laſht his hide. 


7 


So did the Begger bluntly end his T ale, 
In Which (your pardon} craue) if ought f faile 
eAnd if mreading, 7457 you hold it, 


Diſlike it not, becauſe a Begger told it. 


